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Peace
by
Mark J. Highman
An interesting topic for the Christian to study
and know is "peace." What exactly is peace and
where do we stand with it Biblically?
Webster defines peace as "calm, repose,
freedom from disturbance, war, or hostilities."
Peace is thus a physical and emotional state;
its synonyms then being "quiet, tranq u i Iity," or
possibly summarized as a state of rest and/ or
calmness.
This idea, as mentioned above, probably
sounds a bit idealistic to you, for it does to
many Christians. In fact, you may find peace
even harder to actualize in your life with such
confronting situations as lost loved ones,
desertion of family or children, physical
disabilities that prove very uncomfortable, etc.
However, we should consider who originated
the state of calmness, and who integrates it into
Christian characteristics.
In Galatians 5: 22 we note that peace is part of
the fruit of the Spirit, which are aslo considered
characteristics of the Christian. Each aspect of
the fruit is originated by God and are actually
attributes of God, though for us they are on a
much smaller scale. We should always keep in
mind that God never asks or expects of a
Christian something He cannot or will not heli:
us in attaining, and the state of peace is no
exception to the rule.
In our study of peace we note that the Bible
clearly speaks of four aspects. Each of these
aspects would be a study in itself-but we shall
mention them briefly for the sake of better
understanding the concept of peace.
The first is peace with God. An example of
this would be in Romans 5: 1 which says,
"Therefore, being justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ."

This verse is telling us that any and all who
accept Christ as their Saviour shall have peace
with God, for they are in tune with His
predetermined plan-perfection as an image
bearer (a goal to be reached in heaven) and
harmony in perfect union.
The second aspect is peace from God. We
find an example of this in Romans 1 :7, where
Paul writes, " ... grace to you and peace from
God our father... " The
source of all true peace is
1
God. This is why we have no peace in our world
today for it has degenerated or lost sight of
God. Without God there is no true peace.
The third aspect is the peace of God.
Philippians 4:6-7 tells us of this inward peace,
"The state of the soul of the Christian who,
having this inward peace with God, has
committed all his anxieties to God through
pray_
e_r:.._.and supplication with thanksgiving,"
(Scofield note-Matthew 10: 34). Here we find
why Christians many times find peace absent in
their life because prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving
absent, thus no peace. This
could be why you are not able to rest peacefully
in the Lord.
The fourth and final aspect that we shall
consider is peace on earth. We read much of
this in various prophetic portions of our Bible.
This, I believe, is the universal peace that will reside on earth during the millennium period. 1t
will be so because Christ will be ruling on the
earth!
As a Christian you will want to live within the
peace of God, with God, and by the means of
prayer and supplication. This is our only way of
experiencing such a true state as God has
instituted. "Grace to you, and peace, from God
our father, and the Lord Jesus Christ." Amen.
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edited by
Patty Farmwald

Troubled Waters
When the angry storms of life
seem to make the billows roll ;
when they churn and toss within you,
when they seize upon your soul :
Remember Christ is in control
your life is in His hand;
remember that the raging sea
is still at His command.
With one word His voice can calm you
He can still your troubled heart;
when Jesus whispers, "Peace, be still"true peace He does impart.
But troubled waters still will come
to try and test your way;
for your Father wants to see
if you are trusting Him each day.
So let the billows toss and turn,
in time they will be still;
for Christ, as Pi lot of our soul,
commands them at His will.

by
Janel Ebel

Evening ShadowsWith evening shadows falling,
And darkness now is hereI now can feel His presence
For God seems very near.
Things seem so very peaceful
And everything so still
'Tis ti me for meditations
And do thy Father's Will.
I do not know whyBut at the close of each day
With darkness all around me, I know
God is with me every day.

by
Mrs. R.H. Young
*used by permission of author
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by
Richard Wurmbrand
Edited for Living Springs by Teresa Galbreath

Last month: Richard Wurm brand gave his
personal testimony of his conversion and told of
the work of the underground church in
communist Rumania.
Part II
I worked at preaching the gospel in both an
official and underground manner until February
29, 1948. It was a beautiful Sunday. On that
Sunday, on my way to church, I was kidnapped
from the street by the secret police.
Many times I had wondered what "manstealing", mentioned several times in the Bible,
meant. Communism taught me.
A van of the secret police stopped in front of
me, and four men jumped out and pushed me
into the van, taking me away for many years. For
over eight years no one knew if I was alive or
dead. Secret police posing as fellow prisoners
visited my wife and told her that they had
attended my burial.
Thousands from churches of all denominations went to prison at that time. The prisons
were full, and in Rumania, as in all communist
countries, to be in prison meant to be tortured.
The tortures were horrible. I prefer not to
speak too much about those through which I
have passed. When I do, I cannot sleep at night
because they are painful memories.
Handcuffs which had sharp nails on the
insides were put on my wrists. If I was totally
still they did not cut me, but in bitterly cold cells
when I shook with cold, my wrists would be torn

by the nails.
Christians were hung upside down on ropes
and beaten so severely that their bodies swung
back and forth under the blows.
We Christians were placed in "refrigerator
cells" which were covered by frost and ice on
the outside. Prison doctors would watch
through an opening until they saw symptoms of
freezing to death; then they would give a
warning and guards would rush in to take us out
and make us warm. When we were finally
warmed, we would immediately be put back in
the ice box cells to freeze-over and over again!
Even today sometimes I cannot bear to open a
refrigerator.
We Christians were put in wooden boxes only
slightly larger than we were. Dozens of sharp
nails were driven into every side of the box, with
their razor-sharp points sticking into the box.
After standing for hours, we became fatigued
and swayed with tiredness, and the nails would
go into our bodies.
What the communists have done to Christians
surpasses any possibility of human understanding. When a man has no faith in the reward of
good or the punishment of evil, there is no
reason to be human. The communist torturers
often said "There is no God, no hereafter, no
punishme~t for evil. We can do what we wish."
The most horrible torture is brainwashing. For
seventeen hours a day we have to hear over and
over phrases such as "Communism is good!"
continued on page 6
PAG! THREE

I

DAILY
BIBLE
READINGS

lhe

Pathway To Destruction
by
C. Dean Harkness
Moralistic, righteous living - without Jesus
Christ the end is Hell and eternal separation
from God. In Proverbs a verse speaks of those
without Christ who think the way of their walk is
correct. It says, "There is a way which seemeth
right unto a man, but the end thereof are the
ways of death," (Proverbs 14: 12). Their way is
that of ignorance and carelessness - of pleasing
the flesh; and they think that this is right. They
practice blind religious rituals and refuse to
accept the only means of salvation - Jesus
Christ! Their end is fearful and it is their own
mistake. A deadly mistake. If you never realize
and repent of your sins but continue within your
own ways you are a self-deceiver and will prove
in the end a self-destroyer.
God has provided the way of redemption. He
gave His Son and anyone who receives him shall
have everlasting life, but the wrath of God
awaits those who receive him not, (John 3:36).
Realize that you do wrong things (you sin); go
to God and speak of your sorrow for those sins
(repent); and ask God to forgive you, believing
that Jesus Christ is the only way of your
forgiveness and eternal life, (John 4: 24,
Romans 6: 23).

October
October
October
October
October
October
October
October
PAGE FOUR

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
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Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Romans 6:1-13
Romans 6:14-23
Romans 7:1-12
Romans 7:13-25
Proverbs 14:1-15
Proverbs 14:16-35
Psalm 107:23-43
Philippians 4:4-9

Peace In Trials
by
Janet Ebel
Have you ever found yourself helpless in the
face of some great trial or problem? Some
problems we cannot solve by ourselves, no
matter how hard we try. These are the troubles
we tend to fret about the most; but God does
not want us to worry. God's Word says: "Be
anxious for nothing, but in everything, by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving, let your
requests be made known unto God, and the
peace of God, which passeth all understanding,
shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus." (Phillippians 4:6,7).
God has a purpose for all our trials.
Sometimes He wants to get our attention. Many
times trials are the only way we as Christians
are willing to "Be still and know that I am God,"
(Psalm 46: 10). Some trials are meant to bring
us back to God when we go astray. The Bible
says: "For whom the Lord loveth, he
chasteneth .. . , "(Hebrews 12: 6), and chastening
is a proof of God's love. Also our trials, if taken
in the right spirit, can bring glory to God. I Peter
1 :7 says: "That the trial of your faith ... might be
found unto praise and honor and glory at the
appearing of Jesus Christ."
But, no matter what the purpose of our trials
may be, God is always able to give us peace
beyond what we can understand. He also
promises to guard our hearts and minds during
these trials.

October
October
October
October
October
October
October
October

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday

John 14:27-31
Psalm 37:34-40
Isaiah 26:1-9
I Peter 3:8-12
Psalm 84
Romans 5:1-8
James 5:13-18
I Peter 5:5-11
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Times Of Trials

It Will Pass

by

by

Jody Bridges
A common trait of the Christian life is the
experiencing of hardships of trials. Christ tells
us to expect persecution from unbelievers or
trials from God that will test our faith. But we
are not left helpless in troublesome times.
The first thing God tells us to do when
experiencing trials is to "count it all joy,"
(James 1 : 3). Admittedly, it is difficult to rejoice
when problems are surrounding us, but we "can
do all things through Christ." He is our strength
(Philippians 4: 13). Our cause for joy is in the
promise that trials eventually bring us to
maturity. We are not just to appreciate the trials
after seeing the results, but, being confident
that God will help us grow, we should rejoice
while still living under the burden.
Another thing to remember during tribulations is God's promise of comfort; II
Cori nth ians 1 : 3 speaks of the "God of comfort."
Because God encourages us during hard times,
we can console others when they suffer
emotional pain. By giving us increased
sensitivity of other's needs, difficulties produce
maturity.
We should expect trials, but we ought not
despair or fear. When problems come, we
should rejoice, seek God's comfort, and allow
God to cause our growth.

October
October
October
October
October
October
October
October

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Tuesday II Corinthians 1 :1-11
Wednesday
Psalm 139:14-23
Thursday
Psalm 19:7-14
Friday
Romans 8:28-39
Saturday
I John 4:7-21
Sunday
Romans 8:18-27
Monday
Psalm 34:1-10
Tuesday
Ephesians 2:1-10

Tom Paschall
Have you ever noticed how many times the
phrase "and it came to pass" is mentioned in the
Bible? I have noticed in my own reading that it
occurs quite often. These particular words do
not usually strike a person as having much
meaning at first, however, they do bring about a
special comfort when one realizes that
everything we have on earth will eventually
"come to pass." Every sickness we endure and
every trial we face will one day be over.
We can apply these words to every situation
we face here on earth. It is good, in a sense,
because, when we are having a rough time, we
can always remember that sooner or later it will
"come to pass." However, the negative side
reminds us that even the pleasant experiences
we have will ultimately end, and the joys and
trials of this life all end in the same way for
everyone - death.
But for Christians, the fact of death only
means that their earthly life - which is only "a
vapor that appeareth for a little while, and then
vanisheth away," (James 4: 14) - has come to
pass. The person that truly knows Christ as
Savior has inherited an eternal life in heaven
that will never end! Praise God for it!

•October
october
1
1October
October
·october
;October
:October

I Peter 4:12-19
Wednesday
Isaiah 55:8-13
Thursday
Friday
John 16:21-24, 33
28 Saturday
Psalm 23:1-6
29 Sunday
Revelation 19:7-21
Revelation 20:1-15
30 Monday
Revelation 21:1-10
31 Tuesday
25
26
27
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continued from page 3
"Christianity is stupid!" "Give up!"
The tortures and brutality continued without
interruption. When I lost consciousness or
became too dazed to give the torturers any
further hopes of confession, I would be returned
to my cell. There I would lie, untended and half
dead, to regain a little strength so they could
work on me again. Many died at this stage, but
somehow my strength always managed to come
back. In the ensuing years, in several different
prisons, they broke four vertebrae in my back,
carved me in a dozen places, and burned and cut
eighteen holes in my body.
Doctors in Oslo, seeing all this and the scars
of the lung tuberculosis which I also had,
declared that my being alive today is a pure
miracle! I believe God performed this wonder so
that you could hear my voice crying out on
behalf of the Underground Church behind the
Iron Curtain.
When the year 1956 arrived, I had been in
prison eight and a half years. I had lost much
weight, gained ugly scars, had been brutally
beaten and kicked, derided, starved, pressured,
questioned ad nauseum, threatened, and
neglected. None of this had produced the
results my captors were after. So, in
discouragement, they turned me loose.
I was allowed to return to my old position as
pastor for just one week. Then they called me in
and told me I could not preach any more, nor
engage in any further religious activity. So that
was the end of my public ministry.
Probably the authorities believed that I would
be afraid to defy them and go back into
underground witnessing, but they were wrong. I
directed a secret network of evangelists, who
helped each other spread the gospel under
providentially blinded eyes.
Fin ally, after three years of relative freedom I
was again discovered and imprisoned for five
and a half more years. My second imprisonment
was worse than the first because I knew what to
expect. But other imprisoned Christians and I
continued the underground work in communist
prisons.
It was strictly forbidden to preach to other
prisoners. Whoever was caught doing so would
receive a severe beating. A number of us
decided to pay the price for preaching, so we
accepted their terms. It was a deal, we preached
and they beat us.
The following scene happened more times
than I can remember: A brother was preaching
to the other prisoners when the guards suddenly
burst in, surprising him halfway through a
phrase. After hauling him to their "beating
room" and giving him a seemingly endless
PAGE SIX

beating, they brought him back and threw him,
bloody and bruised, on the prison floor. Slowly,
he picked his battered body up, painfully
straightened his clothing and said, "Now
brethren, where did I leave off when I was
interrupted?" He continued his gospel message!
When we were given one slice of bread a week
and dirty soup every day, we decided we would
faithfully "tithe" even then. Every tenth week we
took the slice of bread and gave it to the weaker
brethren as our "tithe" to the Master.
I don't feel frustrated to have lost many years
in prison because I have seen such faith on the
part of imprisoned Christians. I have had the
privilege to be in the same jail with great saints,
heroes of faith who equalled the Christians of
the first centuries. They went gladly to suffer for
Christ. The spiritual beauty of such saints can
never be described.
Next month: Richard Wurm brand is released.

Let's Chatter
About a Matter
editorial by Mark Highman
Below are two poems that Mrs. Pollyanna
Sedziol has written and submitted to LIVING
SPRINGS to be printed in our letter column.
Thank you for writing Mrs. Sedziol !
TUNING
I need to go to God each day
For guidance as I go life's way;
I need to daily knowledge of
that comforting and glorious love;

As dawn awakes the birds to sing,
So God enables my daily living.
Diadem For Today
Thank you, God, for all beautiful thingsfor flowering plants and butterfly wings,
for friends who prove to be steadfast and true,
and most of all - for knowing You.
Thank you, God, for awakenings
which give my soul the songs it sings
in complexities and simplicitiesfor Your constancy through all of these.
Thank you, God- again- for today
and for the abi I ity to pray
my way through each and every stress
into these times of thankfulness.

Quizzle

by
Bob King

ACROSS:

3. The
of our peace was upon,
Him. (Isaiah 53:5)
4. Let the peace of God
in your
hearts (Col. 3: 15)
6. The fruit of the Spirit is
, joy,
peace. . . (Gal. 5 : 22)
8. Pray for the
of Jerusalem. (Ps.
122: 6)

10. Peace ... like a
. (Isaiah 48:18)
11 Thou wilt keep him in
peace
whose mind is stayed on thee. (Isaiah 26: 3)
12. The peace of
which passeth all
understanding. (Phil. 4: 7)
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Looking At
God's Creation
by
Karen Payne
The monarch butterfly is one of
the most beautiful and most
numerous of the North American
butterflies.
Interestingly,
this
butterfly even migrates south for
the winter.
Though most mates do not survive through
the winter, the female always manages to return
north to lay her eggs on milkweed plants. The
caterpillar, which is a worm like insect, ~atches
from the egg, feeds greedily on the m1lkwee~
leaves, then spins itself into a chrysalis where It
will lie dormant until the following spring where
it will emerge as a new adult monarch in all its
beauty.
Monarch butterflies do not make for good
food for the bird kingdom. In fact, sometimes a
bird will make the horrible mistake of biting into
a monarch only to find it extremely distasteful
and vomit it out. Thus the monarch is fairly safe
from the adversary.
When one accepts Jesus Christ as Saviour he

DOWN:

1. How beautiful are the feet of them that
preach the
of peace. (Romans 10: 15)
2. Being justified by faith we have peace
God. (Romans 5:1)
3.
is our peace (Eph. 2:13, 14)
5. Now lettest thou thy servant
in
peace. (Luke 2: 29)
7. Since Christ gives us peace, we should not
let our
be troubled. (John 14:27)
9. Peace I give unto you, not as the
giveth ... (John 14: 27)

does not just enter another stage
of life per se, "But as many as
received him, to them gave he
power to become the children of
God, even to them that believe on
his name," (John 1 : 12). We
actually become children of God!
This assures us that "whosoever
believeth in him will never perish,
but have eternal life," (John 3: 15).
The Bible says, "Therefore, if
any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old
things are passed away; behold, all things are
become new," (II Corinthians 5: 17). We are no
longer the same old sinner, but new, different,
our sins all forgiven because we are saved by
God " ... so we also should walk in newness of
life," (Romans 6:45).
As new creatures we should "reckon ye also
yourselves to be dead in deed unto sin, but alive
unto God through Jesus Christ, our Lord,"
(Romans 6: 11 ). We are assured that "now being
made free from sin, and become servants to
God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the
end everlasting life," (Romans 6: 22).
Are you walking in newness of life? Have you
ever become a new creature? If not, "ye must be
born again," (John 3: 7b).
PAGE SEVEN
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Box 601
Cedarville, Ohio 45314

But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall
give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall
give him shall be in him a well of water springing up
into everlasting life.
John 4: 14

"Living Springs" is a monthly publication for
senior citizens, published by Christian Educational Pub I ications in association with the
Christian Service Department of Cedarville
College. For subscription or other information
write: Living Springs, Christian Educational
Publications, Box 601, Cedarville, OH 45314.
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We invite readers
to submit original
poetry or articles.
Any material submitted to us cannot
be returned, so be
sure to send a spare
copy. Poetry should
be less than 20 lines
and articles 150
words or less.

